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SHARKS

Shark relatives
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Shark relatives il -
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= Sharks are closely related to two other groups of fish- the
batoids and the chimaeras.

= The batoids include rays, skates, sawfish and guitarfish.
There are more than 55o species of batoids-more than the
number of shark species.
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Skate and Ray
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Skate and Ray

RAYS
(Order Myliobatiformes)

= No thoms (ot bucklets) along the
midline of the back.

= Each pelvic fin has only one lobe.

= T'ail is very slender and whip-like with a
stinging spine midway along its length and
usually vithout a dozsal fin. When a
dotsal fin occuts, it is near the base of the
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SKATES
(Order Rajiformes)
* Most have enlarzed thoms along the
midline of the back extending onto the
tail.
* Pelwic fins have two lobes (bilobate).

= ‘Tail telatively stocky without a stinging
batb, and usually with two small dozsal
fins nearits tip. ‘The caudal fin is tiny,
when present.
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Skate and Ray
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Manta rays
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Stingrays

= Stingrays have a poisonous spine in the middle of their tails.
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