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Shark relatives

 Sharks are closely related to two other groups of fish- the 
batoids and the chimaeras.

 The batoids include rays, skates, sawfish and guitarfish. 
There are more than 550 species of batoids-more than the 
number of shark species.
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Skate and Ray
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Skate and Ray
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Skate and Ray
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Manta rays

 Manta rays are filter-feeders-like the basking sharks and the 
whale shark. They suck in water to filter out the tiny plankton.

 Manta rays are nicknamed ‘devil rays’.

 The biggest ray is the oceanic manta ray. It is usually about 
7m wide and 7 m long. The biggest are nearly 9 m wide.
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Stingrays

 Stingrays have a poisonous spine in the middle of their tails.


